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Weediness   
 

Although many Zingiberales are critically endangered by habitat destruction 
& other threats, still others have become serious pests in some areas  

Serious risk that certain Zingiberales may naturalize and become noxious 
weeds   

Especially true on tropical oceanic islands with fragile floras evolved in 
isolation. Less frequent in continental areas  

Absence of predators and diseases in new homes; birds often spread seeds   

Seven of eight Zingiberales families have weedy members somewhere  

In Hawaii already 9 documented naturalized Zingiberales, including some very 
nasty forest weeds: Hedychium gardnerianum, Cheilocostus speciosus   

Conservation Centers  & growers must constantly monitor their collections, 
be conscientious & vigilant about introducing new weeds that may 
negatively impact native ecosystems  

Spontaneous seedlings should be removed and plants destroyed if they show 
signs of becoming weedy  


